Stonehenge Environmental 

Improvements Consultation

c/o English Heritage

1 Bedford Avenue

London WC1B 3AU

Stonehenge: Environmental Improvements Consultation.
The Council of the Society of Antiquaries welcomes this opportunity to participate in the public consultation concerning the Stonehenge Environmental Improvements Scheme. The Society sponsored the excavations in the 1920s by Colonel Hawley which have given us most of our information about the monument and set up a special Stonehenge Committee during that decade which oversaw the protection of the monument thus ensuring that the stones stand today. In addition, the Society’s collections contain important and unique archive material on Stonehenge.
The present situation at Stonehenge is unacceptable and the Society appeals to the Government to end the current inertia surrounding the future of the monument and its immediate environment, and urgently seek a resolution to the problem. The Society supported the scheme for a bored tunnel solution where the A303 passes Stonehenge as the best sustainable option for protecting and enhancing the unique environment of the World Heritage Site and regrets that it has been abandoned on grounds of cost. We hope that the scheme will be kept under review for the future. Nevertheless, we are prepared to work with all concerned to find an alternative way of achieving a sustainable solution, which meet the principles of the UNESCO Convention regarding the protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. The closure of the A344 will go some way to restoring Stonehenge to its landscape and the proposal has our strong support. This must be undertaken alongside appropriate improvements to the A303, including safer pedestrian crossings to land south of the A303 where there are numerous barrows for people to explore. 

The growing economy of South-West England requires better roads and the quality of life of local residents and work force should be enhanced by whatever schemes are brought forward. All the Visitor Centre options outlined in the consultation document have been considered in the past. The sites therefore have a planning history which will influence views on these proposals. Our comments on them are subject to assessment and evaluation of the sites and in particular to the visual assessment of proposed buildings – for which plans are not currently available.
Option 1: Redevelopment of the current visitor facilities site.
It would be impossible to improve existing facilities without significantly extending them, as they are already fully used. New buildings would either have to be built in the existing car park, which still has archaeological potential, or dug into the chalk – which is not reversible. This option contains major design challenges and a new visitor centre so close to the monument would be entirely inappropriate. It would fly in the face of all discussion about the future of Stonehenge over the past 30 years and is definitely not acceptable. 
Option 2: Durrington Down Farm.

Durrington Down Farm is similar to the Larkhill scheme of the 1991 planning application, which failed principally on access issues and impact on local communities. There would be insuperable delivery problems with the option unless the full cooperation of the Ministry of Defence were secured - particularly with 2B, where the transit vehicles would need to pass an ammunition dump and drive through Larkhill. The site has many merits and if these access problems could be resolved, would be our preferred option.
Option 3: Fargo Plantation.
This site presents difficulties north of the A344, because of its proximity to the western terminus of the Cursus and the Monarch of the Plain barrow. Any development in this area would be visually intrusive due to its high landscape value. Option 3b has POSITIVE potential with a visitor centre at Fargo Plantation south of the A344 – in the South-West quadrant of the demarcated area – and the main car-park at Airman’s Corner to the west. Option 3C with a ‘park and ride’ link to Rolleston Camp Junction has a greater impact on the local community and is not recommended. Option 3B thus constitutes a strong possibility.
Option 4: Airman’s Corner.

This site is close to a prehistoric field system and whilst hidden from the Stones is prominently visible within the Special Landscape Area. For that reason this is not a desirable option.
Option 5: Rollestone Camp.
Defence Estates have always strongly resisted access to the Garrison Area and were a major objector to the 1991 Planning Application for facilities at Larkhill. At a time, when a more intensive use of the Salisbury Plain Training Area is envisaged the Ministry of Defence is likely to maintain its objections. This plan is not viable unless it has the support of the Ministry of Defence. The options are within or immediately adjacent to the Special Landscape Area, there are a number of scheduled sites in the vicinity and all support habitats and species of nature conservation importance. 
Overall, the Society would support a single-site Visitor Centre and parking at Durrington Down Farm if access issues and be solved or, failing that, a modest Visitor Centre at Fargo Plantation south of the A344 with a car-park at Airman’s Corner ( option 3B). ‘Park and ride’ and a pedestrian walkway would provide a connection between the car park and visitor centre. Pedestrian access would be normal between the Visitor Centre and the Stones with provision made for those unable to walk the distance of 1.25 km.

We look forward to working closely with other stakeholders to ensure that Stonehenge is presented to the public in a manner appropriate to its status as a World Heritage Site.

Yours sincerely,
GEOFFREY WAINWRIGHT

President Society of Antiquaries 
Founded in 1707, the Society of Antiquaries of London is charged by its Royal Charter of 1751 with the “encouragement, advancement and furtherance of the study and knowledge of the antiquities and history of this and other countries”. Its membership comprises an elected college of around 2.700 Fellows from the fields of archaeology, art and architectural history, material culture studies, museology, archival research and cultural heritage management. Fellows serve in senior positions in universities, museums, libraries, archives, professional bodies, local authorities, national heritage agencies, as well as in private practice. The Society is a registered charity and a leading non – Governmental organisation working in the cultural heritage sector. Its independence of government and of any vested interests makes it uniquely placed to encourage and facilitate public debate on the management, conservation, presentation and public understanding of the heritage.

Fellows are elected by their peers and also nominated to serve on the Council of the Society as individuals in recognition of their own achievements and not as representatives of any particular institution. The depth and breadth of knowledge and expertise among the Society’s Fellowship gives the Council of the Society the ability to speak with authority on key points of policy and delivery. The Society is especially grateful for the advice of our Fellows: Sir Neil Cossons, Professor Timothy Darvill and Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn in the preparation of its report.
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