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Stonehenge World Heritage Site Management Plan: Consultation July 2008.
The Council of the Society of Antiquaries welcomes this opportunity to participate in the public consultation concerning the Stonehenge World Heritage Site Management Plan. The Society sponsored the excavations in the 1920s by Colonel Hawley which have given us most of our information about the monument and set up a special Stonehenge Committee during that decade which oversaw the protection of the monument thus ensuring that the stones stand today. In addition, the Society’s collections contain important and unique archive material on Stonehenge. 
The Society of Antiquaries fully supports the Management Plan and endorses the Vision, Strategic Objectives and Aims contained within it. In particular, ways should be sought to strengthen the sections on public access and education. 

1. We welcome the inclusion in the Plan of a Statement of Significance, which defines the Site’s Outstanding Universal Value more clearly than in the previous version of the Plan. In particular we welcome the definition of the physical attributes of the Site, which can be monitored and managed to protect its significance. 

2. A major achievement during the life of the 2000 Management Plan has been the reversion, from arable to pasture of around 20% of the World Heritage Site under environmental stewardship schemes. It is important to remember that these stewardship
Agreements are time-limited and that they will need to be re-negotiated in the lifetime of this Plan. Adequate financial provisions for this will be essential.

3. We welcome the retention in the Plan of the long-term aim to keep the adverse impact of the A303 under review, but deeply regret that Government has decided that the agreed scheme is unaffordable. The current situation is unacceptable and reflects badly on Government’s ability to manage sites of such international status. The long discussions surrounding the abortive A303 development scheme, now withdrawn for financial grounds
(which have always been evident) have delayed progress towards the improvement of the visitor experience and the development of a visitor centre by at least  25 years.

An essential and urgent element of any improvement must be the closure of the A344. 

A new visitor centre to replace the existing inadequate facilities has also been a first priority for English Heritage since its inception in 1983 and is urgently needed.

4. The completion of the Archaological Research Framework for the Stonehenge World Heritage Site has been another achievement during the lifetime of the 2000 Plan.

Alongside this, there has been a considerable amount of archaeological work in the World Heritage Site as whole and at the monument itself. The Society welcomes the improved understanding which has emerged and which is fundamental to improved management and interpretation of the Site. It is important that this increased knowledge is fully assessed and published before further fieldwork is undertaken. The Research Objectives in the Plan should then be reviewed.
We look forward to working closely with other stakeholders to complete the Plan and implementing its recommendations.

Yours sincerely,
GEOFFREY WAINWRIGHT 

President Society of Antiquaries 
Founded in 1707, the Society of Antiquaries of London is charged by its Royal Charter of 1751 with the “encouragement, advancement and furtherance of the study and knowledge of the antiquities and history of this and other countries”. Its membership comprises an elected college of around 2.700 Fellows from the fields of archaeology, art and architectural history, material culture studies, museology, archival research and cultural heritage management. Fellows serve in senior positions in universities, museums, libraries, archives, professional bodies, local authorities, national heritage agencies, as well as in private practice. The Society is a registered charity and a leading non – Governmental organisation working in the cultural heritage sector. Its independence of government and of any vested interests makes it uniquely placed to encourage and facilitate public debate on the management, conservation, presentation and public understanding of the heritage.

Fellows are elected by their peers and also nominated to serve on the Council of the Society as individuals in recognition of their own achievements and not as representatives of any particular institution. The depth and breadth of knowledge and expertise among the Society’s Fellowship gives the Council of the Society the ability to speak with authority on key points of policy and delivery. The Society is especially grateful for the advice of our Fellows: Sir Neil Cossons, Professor Timothy Darvill and Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn in the preparation of its report
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