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Society of Antiquaries in London 16.5.2008
The Antiquarian Society of Finland – from founder of the antiquarian administration to a modern learned society
For a chair of a learned society it is a great and rare pleasure to be given a possibility to meet other chairs and discuss the challenges and opportunities learned societies face today, especially in a world that is rapidly digitalizing itself, - for better and for worse. The Society of Antiquaries in London is therefore warmly to be thanked for organizing a conference on this topic in honor of its Tercentenary.
The Finnish Antiquarian Society is one of the oldest learned societies in Finland. It was founded on 12th of May 1870 by 22 young academics of which none had reached the age of 30 years. Five of them had been sitting together in a restaurant in Helsinki one evening, no doubt discussing the burning question in scientific as well as cultural life of the time, the ethnic identity and the history of the Finnish people, and during the night, formed a decision to found a Society to promote the preservation of the cultural heritage of their own country. The task of the Society was defined as “to discover, collect and preserve from destruction and oblivion the country’s artistic and archaeological remains, its traditions, songs and sagas, and to foster the interest of the Finnish people in these things”. The purpose of the Society remains very much the same today. 
In 1870, when the Society began its work, there were no statutes in Finland protecting ancient monuments, or a state body with the authority to promote the protection or to work for the interests of antiquarian research. For some 600 years Finland had been part of the Kingdom of Sweden, and Swedish laws were automatically in force even in Finland. Sweden had already in 1666 issued a royal proclamation stating that as national monuments, all archaeological remains were to be protected by the state, and, at the same time, a Collegium of Antiquities was founded for their upkeep. At the beginning of the 19th century there was, therefore, a long tradition of antiquarian interest and activities in Finland. 
Then, in 1808-1809 Finland was hit by the Napoleonic wars. Russia attacked Sweden and as a result Finland was separated from Sweden and became part of the Russian Empire as an autonomous Grand Duchy. Finland was allowed to keep its old laws but was separated from all the old governing structures in Stockholm. Everything in the country had to be organized anew, and a new Collegium of Antiquities was not foremost on the list.
As long as Finland was part of Sweden, it was not considered as a nation in its own right, and had no history of its own. Now, as an autonomous Grand Duchy, and as the Russian Emperor had put it, “as a Nation among the Nations”, a new national history had to be created. As it could not be based on victorious politics, it had to be built on culture and traditions. During the 19th century there was, therefore, a growing interest in the past of the Finns – and not only Finns living in Finland but all the Finno-Ugrian people living within the Russian Empire - among the educated classes of Finland. When we add to this a rapid industrialization from the 1860s on, it is not surprising that the young historians started to be worried, and found it necessary to join forces to protect and study ancient monuments.
Among its first tasks the new Society organized the cataloguing of ancient monuments. Some 70 scholarship-owners were sent out during the next 25 years to list and describe the monuments, both archaeological and historical, district by district. At the same time the Society also organized so called Art-historical expeditions. The first one was sent out in 1871, and seven more were to follow before 1912. At the beginning the Society had to rely on experienced draughtsmen. The first camera was only bought in 1892. The result of the Art-historical expeditions is over 3000 pages of reports, over 300 watercolors, and hundreds of photographs, which are today invaluable, as many of the objects documented for example in old churches have later disappeared.
In the first paragraph of the oldest statutes of the Antiquarian Society it was laid down that the duties of the Society also included the collection of material for a museum, and, especially, for “a Finnish National Museum to be founded in the future”. In fact the collections grew rapidly. In 1893 they were combined with the collections of an Ethnographical Museum formed by the Finnish Students’ Unions and other collections owned by the University, to form a new Historical Museum. Several plans were made for a new Museum building, only to be rejected by the authorities, but in 1905, drawings for a new museum were finally approved by the Russian Emperor, and the foundation stone was laid in June 1906. The new museum, which after Finland gained its independence in 1917 was given the name ‘National Museum’, opened its doors for public in 1916, and one of the major goals of the Society was thus achieved.
In 1870s the Society had to deal with questions connected with damage to historical and prehistorical monuments, and it tried to prevail upon the authorities to take action by means of articles, appeals and notices in the press. On the initiative of the Society the Finnish Diet in 1877 decided that a State Antiquarian should be appointed to take charge of the custody of ancient monuments. Thanks to this in 1883 an Act on Ancient monuments was issued, and in 1885 Finland got its first State Antiquarian. As the new Archaeological Commission, the forerunner of today’s National Board of Antiquities, with the State Antiquarian as its director, started its work, and the National Museum had been founded, the Antiquarian Society could concentrate on other things, to function more as a traditional learned society.
-------------------------
From the beginning the Antiquarian Society has been run by a Chairman and a Board of Trustees. The members of the Board represent main Antiquarian disciplines, Archaeology, Art History, Ethnology and Cultural History, today even Numismatics, the  Board members working either as Professors at the University or in high positions at the National Museum or the National Board of Antiquities in Finland. Usually the Secretary is a younger scholar, and he or she is the only one who gets a small salary for the work, all the others work as volunteers.  The Finnish Antiquarian Society is not a closed forum for scholars, but welcomes as its members all people with interest in the Antiquarian field.  The Society can also invite so called Working members in Finland and Corresponding members abroad. The State supports the Society’s publishing activities, but all the other costs are covered by membership fees.
 To further its aims, the Finnish Antiquarian Society has for over 130 years published books, given public lectures 7 times a year, organized seminars and excursions, both at home and abroad. The Society also has a library, for which the foundation was laid already during the first year of its activities by members who donated the Society 14 books, mostly on Archaeology. We also have extensive Archives which contain all the old reports, as well as newer material that has come to the Society as donations or which the Society has taken for safekeeping. 
The Society still works in close cooperation with the National Board of Antiquities in Finland. Our Library forms part of the Library of the National Board, even if we have a Librarian of our own. 
After the Society had achieved its two first goals, the Archaeological Commission and the National Museum had been founded, the emphasis of its activities has been on publishing, and it is as publisher of academic dissertations and other studies that the Society has played its main role.

 From the beginning, the Antiquarian Society saw the necessity of publishing a periodical of its own to create a forum for the antiquarian disciplines. In 1873 a government subsidy of 1000 marks was admitted for printing expenses, and the planning of a periodical could begin. The Society decided to publish a Journal, which would include among other things all the lectures given by the Society and the minutes of its meetings. Both Finnish and Swedish, as well as the well-known European languages were allowed. The new Journal aroused interest even before its publication began, and the first volume was in July 1874 sent to several Russian, Estonian, Danish, Norwegian and German societies. The Journal is still the “flag-ship” of the Society. It has a long time ago ceased to be a proper “Journal” and has been turned to a series of monographs, and it has been of a central importance as a publication forum of doctoral dissertations on questions relating to the so called “National Sciences” in Finland. For example dissertations in Archaeology have to almost a 100 % been published in the Journal.
As the Journal was so clearly a publication for the scientific community, the idea of also publishing a popular periodical was taken up (in 1888). In 1894 the Society took the decision of giving out 2 monthly periodicals, one in Swedish and one in Finnish (Suomen museo and Finskt museum). The target group of both was to be the so called ordinary people, but it was not easy to arouse the idealistically expected popular interest in these periodicals. They did not get very many subscriptions, and from the beginning of the 1920ies the content has been more clearly academic, consisting of learned articles written by experts, but still with the aim of being as readable as possible.  Later on two more series, one ethnographical and one archaeological, were added to the publication program of the Society.

Where do we stand today?

During the last 5 years the Antiquarian Society and its 5 publication series have faced new challenges. One editor isn’t today considered as a sufficient guarantee for the scientific standard of a periodical, and therefore all the series today have an editorial board or a group of referees, the editor being one of them. The referees have usually been Finns, academics working at different Universities in Finland. Today there is a demand to substitute Finnish scholars with experts from abroad. This is somewhat problematic as the publication language is often either Finnish or Swedish, although studies can also be published in more major languages. It is not easy to find well qualified scholars outside the Nordic countries able to read Finnish, or even Swedish. These new demands have originated at the Universities, which, in their system on evaluation of academic work, give a greater amount of points for articles published in periodicals with international referees. 

During the 5 last years the financial support given to the Society by the State through the Academy of Finland has constantly diminished, forming today some 40-50 % of the total sum needed for publishing the periodicals. At the same time there has been a decrease in the amount of volumes sold. Young people of today are not willing to buy their own copies, but expect to get them through libraries or through the Internet. The only other income the Society has is its membership fee, which covers other costs of the activity, e.g. the monthly lectures given by specialists in different fields and open for the public, but does not give any surplus for the publications. It is therefore more and more problematic to make the ends meet. The Antiquarian Society has tried to do this by finding other forms of external financial support, by making information of its publications available on its home page, as well as co-operating with other actors, e.g. University institutions or other Societies.  There is, however, limits to what the Society can do without a full time or even a part time secretary or editorial staff, relying mostly on voluntary work.
Giving up the traditional book and publishing only on the Internet has also been taken up as an option. There are, however, many unsolved questions before this can be done, especially concerning copy rights and the costs caused by these. Copy right fees for publishing photographs are high already today, (although we only pay them once for each edition,) but are hopelessly high for publishing on the Internet. High quality pictures are, however, of utmost importance in studies in Art History especially, not as mere illustrations but as important source material in its own right. 
Internet might be a solution for natural sciences where results can be old already when they are published, and the publication therefore rather quickly loses its value. In humanities we still go back to books published more than a hundred years ago. The traditional book has shown its reliability as transmitter of knowledge over hundreds of years, and is therefore not easily to be dismissed. Therefore, before we go over to publishing only on the Internet, there has to be a national system that guarantees the upkeep and preservation for the future of the electrical publications, in the same way that the National library of Finland today keeps a copy of all the publications printed on paper and makes them available for the public. This responsibility can not lay on each of the publishers individually.
Another major problem that has to be solved before learned societies can go over to publishing on the Internet, is creating a new form of financial support which could make this possible. Today many of the periodicals published on the Internet are free of charge, and bring no income for the publishing societies. Without a sufficient external support, or without charging for the use of Internet publications, which, again, is contrary to the open access principle, learned societies have no other option but to continue as they do today, selling publications printed on paper.
With sinking numbers of sold publications the main raison d’être of our periodicals today often seems to be exchanging them with other learned societies. It is here that the Society also plays a role at the international stage.
In 2005 the Antiquarian Society had 221 exchange partners abroad and sent out 596 copies of its publications. As a result of this the Library of the National Board of Antiquities, which also takes care of the library of the Finnish Antiquarian Society, received 516 publication series from abroad, altogether 648 volumes, free of charge. Only five of the 234 learned Societies in Finland have a bigger exchange activity than the Antiquarian Society. It can thus be stated, that the Antiquarian Society plays a major role in transmitting international knowledge to Finnish scholars, within the fields it represents. Without this international cooperation it would not have been possible to maintain the high standard of Finnish scholarship. Even in this connection, a printed publication is still the king and very few academic publishers have asked if the Society would be interested in getting an electronic publication in stead.
-------------
During the last couple of years the Antiquarian Society has found a new interesting task as financier of different antiquarian projects. It is a trend in Finland today to cut down the resources of cultural institutions, for example museums. In stead of supporting culture through the budgets of these institutions, the State uses Lottery income by giving project support from the Lottery fund. The problem is that State owned institutions, as the National Museum, are not entitled to this kind of support. The solution has been to have the Antiquarian Society as a partner in the projects and to give the financial support through the Society. This has opened many new vistas for the Society and, in a way, given the Antiquarian Society new means of achieving its original goals, “to foster the interest of the Finnish people in its own history”. 
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